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* 
THE CIRCULAR, 
Has for its fund tal principles the Religion of the Bible, 
end the Socialism of the Primitive Church. Its aim. however 
fs to give its readers also a supply of general intelligence, and 
the news of the day. 

Texrus—Free, to those who choose to receive freely: One 
Dollar per annum to those who prefer to pay. 

Specimen numbers will be sent to those requesting them.— 
Any subscriber wishiug to discontinue his paper,should return 
as a copy with his nameand residence written upon it, and the 
simple order, - Discontinue * 

Address * THE CIRCULAR. Oneida. N. Y.” 


The 


BUSINESS DIRECTORY. 











Nursery Fruit Trees of choice Varieties; Grape 
Vines, Strawberry Plants, & ; Vegetables and 
Fruits in their season, at the Community Gardens. 

Stecl-Traps of the most ‘approved Description 
for frontier and western Trapping. manufactured 


by the Community. 
8. Newuousse, Superintendent. 


Garden-Hves: A ‘ew and very complete ar-: x 
‘each other, truth came by Jesus Christ 


ticle called the Scurrie Hue, is manutactured and | 
offered to the gardening public as above. 


Sewing-S.tks: Merchants and Traders supplied 
with the various kinds of American manutaciure, 
at wholesale prices. 

A. W. Carn, U. H. Mivuer, C. Oups, 4gents. 

Traveling-Bags: an assortment of our own 
Manufacture, from carefully selected siock. 
Merchants supplied. 


H W. Burnude, 


: 7) i nts. 
Mes. E. W ae Superiniende 


Cravats : Satin Spring Cravais of the best 
styles, and thorougniy made. 
Mus. 8S Van Vevzer; Superintendent. 


the Community. 
Mes. A. C. Sears, Superintendent. 
Milling: Cus.om work done as usual at the 


Community Grist-mill. 
D. J. Hatt, Miller. 


LRP PAPA AREnwmmn nmr 


Fresh Tomatuese=Hvrinecicaily Sealed, in Glass 
Bottles, for family use. 

Desiguaing “and Wood-Engraving by E. H. 
D« Larre, Uneida Association. 


PPD 


Orders in any of the above branches may be 
addressed by letter or otherwise to 
THE COMMUNITY, 
Oneida, Madison Co. N. Y. 


Yutnen Commune. 
GARDENING, NURSERY -GROW- 


ing and Milliag. Adiress, 


M. L. WORDEN, . . . . PUTNEY, Vt. 





Wallingford Commune. 
FRUIT & MARKET GARDENING, 


Traveting-Bags 
Manufactured and for sale. Address, 
H. ALLEN, .. WALLINGFORD, CONN. 
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PUBLIGATIONS, 


FOR SALE AT THE OFFICE OF THE CIRCULAR. 


THE BEREAN; A Manual for the help of those 
who seek the Paith of the Primiiive Church: an 
octavo volume of 500 pages.—By J. H. Noyes. 
Price, $1 50. 


BIBLE COMMONISM; A Compilat‘on from the 
Annual Reports and other publications of the 
Oneida Association and its branches; presenting. 
in connection with their History, a summary view 
of their Religious and Sucial Theories 128 pées, 
octavo. Price 50 cts. Printed and published at 
the office of the Circu/ur, Oneida. NY. 


SALVATION FROM SIN; Explaired and de- 
fended by J. H. Noyes. Pamphlet 64 cts. 


ANNUAL REPORTS; (2d and 3rd) of the 
Onxeipa Association. Price 123 cts. 


EE Past Volumes of the Circular and the 
Perfectiones!, can be furnished; and any of the 
above Publications may be sent by mail to all parts 
of the country. 

Re Persons writing to uson business con- 
nected with the Circudar. or for the purpose of or- 
dering any 0° the above publications, are particu- 
larly requested to write their name, Post-Office and 
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The Riches of Grace. 


‘The law was given by Moses, but grace and 
truth came by Jesus Christ. * * * * The word 
was inade flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we be- 
held his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father, )iull of grace and truth.’ Jno. 1: 14, 17 

Grace and truth are in some respects 
identical. The only intelligence that is 
worthy to be called the truth, comes with 





Comforter that was promised to the disci- 
ples of Christ, is called ‘the Spirit ot 
truth;’ and this expression includes both 
the spiritual and intellectual elements— 
grace and truth, It is well however, to 
understand the distinction hetween grace 
and truth, as there is a real and proper 
distinction. We need to know what grace 
ix, The idea of truth is already familiar te 
us ; but what is grace, separate from the 
truth ? 

‘ Grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.’ 
So far as grace and truth are distinct from 


first, while he was in the flesh, preaching 
—and grace came afterwards. ‘The Spir- 
it came upon the disciples on the day of 
Pentecost, after Christ had ascended. 
He said to them immediately before his 
crucifixion, * These things have I spoken 
unto you, being yet presevt with you ; 
but the Comfcrter, which is the Holy 
Ghost, whom the Father will send in my 
name, he shall teach you all things.’ It 
is true that in his preaching there was an 
accompanying influence of grace. His 
words were ‘spirit and life.’ It is also 
true that the Holy Ghost, which came on 
the day of Pentecost, and afterwards was 
circulated through the church for forty 
years, was accompanied with intelligence 
and understauding. Here was grace 
mixed with truth. Allowing all this, 
still the language is proper which speaks 
of grace as one thing, and truth as an- 
other ; and it is plain that truth came by 
Jesus Christ while he was in the flesh, 
and grace afterwards. 

Grace is a spiritual influence ; or if 
our minds are filled with false associa- 
tions in regard to the word spiritual, 
we may call it a magnetic, electrical, psy 
chological, or mesmeric influence ; it is 
a nervous fuid—something that came 
like a ‘mighty, rushing wind’ upon the 
disciples, and put them into a miraculous 


state, and made the whole Primitive 
church a miraculous body. This infln- 
ence came from Jesus Christ. Grace, as 


well as truth, came by him. When he 
ascended up on high, he became the 
mediator of the magnetic influence of the 
Father. Christ became then the distribu- 
ter of grace, as he had before been of 
truth. That Christ afier his ascension, 
was the superintendent of the church, is 
evident from the visions of Paul. He 
was still personally acting upon the 
church, not asa preacher, but as a dis- 
tributer of the Spirit, or of magnetic 
power ; as Peter says on the day of Pen- 
tecost, ‘This Jesus hath God raised up, 
* # *% and having received of the Fa- 
ther the promise of the Holy Ghost, he 
hath shed forth this, which ye now see and 
hear’ (Acts 2: 32, 33.) He was ac- 
tively magnetizing men through the whole 
period from the day of Pentecost till the 
Second Coming. 

Grace, then, is the nervous influence 
which proceeds originally from the Father, 
through Christ, to the church. 

It is impossible to understand the na- 
ture of grace, the language of Christ, 
and the philosophy of the New Testa- 
meut, without laying our foundation in 
the recognition of spiritual, magnetic in- 
fluences, as substantial things. We 
must recognize the fact, that we eat and 
drink substances that we cannot see, and 





State, as distinctly as possible. 


eat and drink with other organs than 


grace; and grace comes with truth, The | 


SARE 


our mouths. The vital influence of every 
person acts upon all with whom he asso- 
ciates. Members of society do necessa- 
rily, live on one another, and receive vi- 
tal influence from one another. An un- 
derstanding of these phenomena, is essen- 
tial to the understanding of grace, and of 
such language as Christ uses, when he 
says, ‘ Except ye eat the flesh of the Son 
of man, and drink his blood, ye have no 
‘life in you.” (John 6: 53.) Christ dis- 
tributes himself in the church. His body 
and soul become the channel through 
Which the life of the Father pours itself 
;out, and Christ is multiplied in the 
;church, as the bread was multiplied when 
he fed 4000 men with seven loaves and a 
few little fishes. Whoever believes in 
and receives Christ, is baptized into him, 
and receives the influence of his body 
and soul. 

The question naturally arises, what 
need was there of a mediator between 
God and man? Why does not the Fa- 
ther directly distribute his spirit to us ? 
Why is it necessary that Christ should 
stand between us and the Father, and 
become the medium of connection ?— 
We can understand this subject ; and 
the solution of this question is just as 
simple as the solution of another ques- 
tion that I will ask: Why, for instance, 
do we eat apples ? Why not seek di- 
rectly, in Ged, that which we love in this 
fruit ? What is the use of dealing with 
a material form, instead of gcing directly 
to the fountain ? The answer to this is : 
we are so constituted with material 
bodies, and corresponding attractions and 
tastes, that we want material substances 
as the vehicles of life to us. In conse- 
quence of our being partly material be- 
ings, it is pleasant and natural for us to 
eat things which bring to us in a palpable 
form, the nutrition which God has dis- 
tributed through creation. There is an 
adaptation of these material compounds 
to our state and taste. It would be very 
dificult, if not impossible, for us to get 
directly at the fountain, or to receive 
nourishment from it. 

Now for precisely a similar reason we 
need the man Christ Jesus as a mediator 
between us and God. The grace that 
comes to us through Christ is the life of 
the Father, modified by his human na- 
ture, end adapted to our state and con- 
dition, precisely as life in apples or any- 
thing els: that has a material form, is 
adapted to us. The life of God is inac- 
cessible to us in its pure and unembodied 
state, but becomes accessible to our state 
and senses by being invested with a ma- 
terial nature. 

So then, grace is not the pure unem- 
bodied influence of the Father; it is the 
influence of the Father, moditied by the 
human nature of Jesus Christ, and so 
adapted to us, Magnetic, spiritual in- 
fluences are various, and according to the 
character and constitution of the beings 
that distribute them: and Christ, by 
assimming human nature, became exactly 
qualified to be the distributer of the di- 
vine life in that modified form which is 
adapted to our spiritual nature and ap- 
petite. We cannot partake of the Father 
in his pure simplicity, but Christ we can 
ext and drivk, He can draw near to us, 
and we to him, familiarly, i. e., as human 
beings. 

This principle, that grace is the life of 
God, modified by the human nature of 
Christ, must be extended in its scope. — 
It is as true of the apostles and the Prim- 
itive church as it is of Christ, that they 
are the vehicles of grace. All whom 
Christ has taken into his body have be- 
come vehicles of grace, distributers of 








nervous fluid. The nervous influence, 





originally proceeding from the Father, 
through Christ, is still further modified 
by the life of the apostles and the whole 
Primitive church, and all that are iden- 
tified with Christ, and risen with him. 

In order to calculate the amount of 
grace there is in store, the unsearchable 
riches which are laid up for us, we must 
first learn to appreciate this adaptation- 
process——learn to appreciate the necessity 
of modified divine life; and then find 
out the extent to which this process has 
gone—how far the divine influence has 
become modified, so as to be adapted to 
human nature. There are vast re- 
sources—great extensions of this living 
nutrimeat in the heavens above, 

Now it is certain that the weightiest 
of all the elements that we must have 
our eye upon, in all our calculations con- 
cerning the future of mankind, is the 
accumulation of this modified divine 
life, which we call grace ; i. e., the adap- 
tation of the divine life to human na- 
ture, now stored. up in the heavens, in 
Christ and the Primitive church. Men 
may talk as much as they please about 
the progress of the human mind—prog- 
ress in civilization, the sciences, and the 
influence of hereditary transmission, 
improvement of the means of circulation, 
&c. Look these things all over, and 
make your estimate of what is to come, 
and you have left out the most impor- 
tant element still. Looking simply at 
these things, people have calculated 
great changes ; and yet they have not 
conceived of the element that is more 
important than all others in calculations 
concerning the future. The hope of 
mankind rests more in the invisible 
sphere of grace, i. e. divine life adapted 
to operate on human nature through 
Christ and the Primitive church, than 
in any thing that can be seen. 


The doctrine of the Second Coming, 
and the resurrection 1800 years ago, is 
essential to this view of things: other- 
wise you see only the generations of men 
growing up and fulfilling their function 
in this world, and then dying, dropping 
into sleep, or something equivalent, where 
they have nothing to do with this world, 
Of course it is expected that they will 
rise some time ; but they have no more 
to do with this world than the hay in the 
burn has todo with the crop of grass 
next year. Generation after generation 
is cut down like the grass, and packed 
away, but all this has nothing to do with 
the future of the world. This imagina- 
tiop is the truth, if there is no Second 
Coming and resurrection past; but if 
the Secord Coming and resurrection did 
take place 1800 years ago, then the whole 
Prititive church were raised with Christ, 
and entered with him into glory ; and if 
Christ became a more valuable agent of 
salvation after his death than he was be- 
tore, as a distributer of grace, +o all that 
were identified with him in the resurrec- 
tion at the Second Coming, are again in 
their active position—distributers of 
grace. It was given to them to sit on 
thrones with Christ : and they are now 
ruling the nations with a rod of iron, as 
he ix, 

How much grace, then, is there in store 
for us? How many vehicles of divine 
life are now prepared to operate on hy- 
man nature? In the first place, we seo 
that there is certamly quite a long line of 
them described in the 11th of Hebrews, 
extending back to Abel. ‘These all,’ 
says Paul, ‘having obtained a good re- 
port through faith, received not the prom- 
ise; God having provided some better 
thing for us, that they without us should 
not be made perfect. The doctrine of 
this passage plainly is, that these were 
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all like grass in the barn, up tothat time ; 
at Christ’s Second Coming, they with the 
Primitive church, were to be gathered 
into Christ, and again assume their ac- 
tive position on the earth. The line of 
Old Testament saints was a long one— 
whether it was a broad one or not, may 
be a question, There is some reason to 
suppose that there was considerable 
breadth to it. God was at work upon 
the Jewish ration through the ages after 
Abraham, and there were many righteous 
men scattered among the tribes, We 
are told that though Elijah knew not one 
that was righteous ir his time, yet the 
Lord knew that there were ‘seven thou- 
sand in Israel, all the knees which had 
not bowed unto Baal.’ 

The Jewish nation had two great cul- 
minations. Their prosperity was of an 
external kind up to the time of David 
aud Solomon, when they rose to be the 
highest kingdom on the earth, and the 
glyry of the world. That we may call 
their temporal culmination ; and if there 
was righteousness and faith egough to 
raise the nation to the height which 
it then attained, there must have been a 
large amount of the true material. We 
cannot make any definite calculation, but 
we see faith enough to raise a nation to 
a high degree of temporal prosperity.--- 
Then the Jews fell into calamities, and 
ceased to be a power among the nations ; 
but a deep work was all the time going 
on in them, that culminated again in the 
time of Christ, spiritually. There was 
an elevation of the interior soul of the 
Jewish nation in the time of Christ, that 
was equal to the temporal elevation in 
the time of David. The result of this 
whole process, of these two periods of ele- 
vation, of temporal and spiritual cul- 
miuation, were all gathered in the resur- 
rection at the Second Cuming. 

he Louk of Revelations intimates that 
there were 144,000 (12,000 out of each 
tribe) of the Jews, sealed, and then 
glances at the income from other nations. 
* After this I beheld,’ says John, ‘ and lo, | 





God has, in one sense, been deceivingi regard to others. Get a true touch of 
the world about this matter. He has!communism with the Primitive church, 
been hourding—like a man who has his|so that you partake of their faith, and 
own ends in view, and says nothing, but | you will believe Christ when he says, 
gues on and accumulates money, and lays'* The works that I do, shall ye do also, 
it away till he has an immense amount, | and greater works than these shall ye do, 
and then commences some great work} because I go to the Father.’ The faith 
with it. It being God’s motive to accu-'of the heavenly church is all one, from 
mulate this modified influence, (other-; Abel downward to the Second Comimg of 
wise called grace,) to get his divine lite; Christ ; and it is all good for us: it is 
into human embodiment, so as to give it! offered to us, and we can receive it.— 
facility of action upon mankind ; he has ‘The church includes all saints; and the 
been hoarding, and has accumulated vast: faith of all saints is in existence, and is 
treasures ! And when the time comes for active and mighty, und accessible to us. 
putting it to its true use, and flooding’ We can take an impression from them 
this world with the glory of God, and. in our hearts, precisely ae though we had 
making « suitable ending of the history’ seen all she mighty works of Gud in lead- 
of this world, we shall find that he is far ing the children of Israel out of Egypt ; 
in advance in his preparatious, of what’ an impression that will be as good as 
any body has conceived of ; that he has} though we had seen the plagues of Pha- 
greater material, immensely greater, than’ raoh, the waters of the Ked sea divided, 
we have ever supposed, for operating on, and the walls of Jericho fall down. ‘The 
mankind, saving them from sin and death, old heroes of thes: scenes retain a perfect 
changing character and regenerating the! impression in their hearts of all that oc- 
race. curred, Their faith grew by seeing the 

Philosophers in these days make much; works of God, aud that faith is immortal ; 
accvuut of the law of hereditary transmis-| and it is tur us. 
sion as determining character. It is seen! the church that will make in our hearts 
that geneations improve, and inherit civ-' just as good an impressiun as though ve 
ilization from those that have gone be-j had seen all the miracles of Ghmst. God 
Thus great benefit comes from the! muy well say to us, do not ask for any 
natural propagation of mankind, But: more unracies, till you have made the 
we believe that dove, which is the ante-; most of what 1 have given you. He will 
cedent of propagation, is the main thing,' huid us to it, till we go back and appro- 
and tl at regeneration even, comes by the; priate to ourselves ail the faith that he 
infusion of life that takes place in love.!has wrought out already by miracles ; 
Where there is love, there is assimilation; and that is stored away in the church. 
going on, and a transfer of qualities from’ Receive the faith—the one faith of the 
one character to another. Assuming the; church, that has been nuurished by all 
truth of this philosophy, that regener-;God’s works in tie past generations of 
ation takes place by the mingling of life) the world ; and when you have done 
with life, we can see how the present) that, if you want more miracles you will 
generation may be carried to the height! have tiem. But until that is aone, it 
of refinement that exists is the Primitive; would only build you up in egotisin and 
church, without waiting for the long! isulativu to multiply miracles.  ‘lhey 
process of hereditary trausmission. ‘I'he; would divert you, aud keep your attention 
truth we have been considering should! froiu the L’ruuitive church. 
lead to an enlargement ot heart and faith Faith ls columunity property. A per- 
in regard to transformation of character.' gon cannot have private tah : it is called 
Chis fatalism which thinks that because! ‘one faith’ ana if we dv not have a 


tore. 


So also there is that in| 


Men. 

God give usMun A time like this demands 
Strong minds. great hearts. true faith and ready hands ;— 
Men whom the lust of office does not kill ; 
Men whom the epoile of office cannot buy ; 
Men who possess opinions and a will ; 
Men who have honor—men who will uot lie ; 
Men who can stand before a demagugue 
And scorn his treacherous flatteries without winking ; 
Tall men. sun-crowned. who live above the fog 
In public duty, and in private think ing-- 
For while the rebble, with their thumb-worn creeds, 
Their large professions and their little deeds, 
Mingle in selfish strife,lo! Faxspom weeps. 
Wrong rules the land, and waiting Justice sleeps. 

J G. Whittier. 
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| The great problem to be solved in the o-ganiza- 
tion of a pertect society is, to recuncile individual 
‘freedum with social order and harmony. Ina 
perfect society it is requisite that each udividual 
; composing it should possess the must complete 
i persuual freedum, and at the same time should 
have all the advantages of econumy, of develop- 
:tnent, and of enjoymeut, which a univn of num- 
, bers produces.— Life Iliustrated. 
| ‘True; this is the problem of society, and yet 
‘its Su.ution is quite as much a matter of individ- 
‘ual change and cunversion, as of improved ar- 
| Fangements and imstitutions. The two mutually 
react tu produce the result.  ‘Lhere must be first, 
;a@reyereut faith nm Goud, a humility born of thirst 
| for spiritual life, and then an advance in social 
:cunditions, The reavting effect of these agencies, 
{like stepping first with uve foot and then with 
; the other, will surely advance society to the con- 
dition in whieh all shall possess * the most com- 
‘plete, persunal freedom,’ and at the same time 
| the advantages of union of numbers.’ 

For mstance, crilicism is an institution wield- 
ing & powerful eflect upon character, but the 
| neekness which adapts a person to receive it is a 
; matter of private preparation. A clergyman was 
present atune of our evening gatherings uns week, 
;When a member offered himself for public criti- 
lism. ur visitor witnessed the frank scrutiny 

which he underwent from a hundred and tifty of 
his daily companions, bringing w Lear upon him 
‘Rive discrinnmatious of prawe and blame, in ac- 
cordalice with the expusure of his exceilencivs or 
‘defects. ‘The minwter remarked strungly upon the 


r : | metic} * cmaaacal 7 rh 
a great multitude, which no man could: people have always gone along in 4 certain: eymmunity spirit, we cavnot have faith,‘ novelty of the operation, and said that it was 


number, of all nations and kindreds and 
people and tongues, stood before the 
throne and before the Lamb.’ &e. They 
were then in their true position, not as 
visible teachers and actors on this scene, 
but as magnetic, spiritual actors. They 
fullowed Christ, who was first a visible, 
verbal actor on the scene of this world, 
und then passed inward and became a 
magnetic actor. The whole of this body, 
be tiey more or less, went into the same 
position by the resurrection, and became 


beaten track, they always must, and} Let us vpen ourselves to the Primitive 


‘evidently just the thing that is needed for the 


which Says, if a person’s character is’ church, aud let them love us, possess us, ‘ improvement of suciety, but added that he should 
turmed, it cannot be changed, Is & very | aud beget faith m us. ‘I'he principle wi- biuwself shrink trom sucha triai. This is proba- 
strong principality of unbelief, and must! yoived i of a situilar kind te that of Le-| bly the case with a majority of the best peopie at 
in sume way be brokeu up. We must reditary trausiuissivn, ‘I'he father begets | Presevt; but is it not clear that one of the first 
strive against it in our hearts, and rise up/ in his cuiid ius own character—tie same | Stes toward sucial progress and unity must be 
into the faith that is according to the| nervous system, and adaptation to c1yili- | “he admission of a systene of free criticism ? The 
resources of God, and not according to gation shee den iets ieee So the love | Svlution of the probiew of society then requires a 
past experience, We have already had! process Will beget just such a character in ; preparation wm idiyiduals, founded on true reli- 
abundant experience showing that changes yy as tire pete tat loves us possesses— | 8i0Us aspiralioL, as well as the renovation of its 
in character cau take place suddenly, and juyt such au adaptation wk, Tag | Ors: s 


} ee: a: es a 
on alarge scale; and yet we ha-e only Gan communicate their ne" yous system to The Facutty of Agreement. 


magnetic actors Ol Lhe scene of this world, ‘had a beginning of what we are to look’ us, Mf Wwe Will vpen vurseives to them. 
and have been acting upon it these 1800/for. Let us eucourage one another to: we shail not have to walt tor any such 








years ; but not recognized, not known to 
any considerable extent. Here is the 
thing we must look at and study—the 
amount aud power of this invisible na- 
tion—it we would calculate the future 
uf this world. God is not incoherent im 
his way, and does not pass trom one gen- 
eration te another, torgetting all that 
has gone before. ‘That 1s man’s way of 
doiy business, but not Gud’s. He saves 
all tue good he gets, and stores if up.— 
He worked on tie Jewish nation trom 
generation to generation i: that way, 
atoring away material, until ihe Second 
Coming, when all the saints that had 
been stored away, were brought forward 
and made actors again, God gave them 
an everlasting priesthood. 

God took pains to raise up Paul as a 
servant of his will, to do something for 
him in this world ; qualified him asa 
wise Juaster-builder, Let ovlers suppose, 
ir they please, that after he had fairly 
finished him off, us we may say, he jaid 
him away, and there was an end of his 
iutluence ; I do not believe it. I believe 
that Grod has him tor his servant now ; 
that he is just as he was, with the growth 
vf 1800 years upon him, He is as much 
engaged in the affairs of the world as he 
ever was; and the same is true of all the 
rest of Christ’s old warriors. Moses has 
avt lost any of his intluence and faculty 
ia the church of God. 





believe im great, iiraculuus changes of lung process as tne Lvurierisis, Purenviv- 
character, Let us expect in ourselves gious, we., tatk ubuut. 


St. bility of character is universally esteemed, 
; and little respect ww had fora fickle mind. Be- 
lievers are exhorted to be ‘no more children, 


great and rapid improvements, which | 
shall be miraculous compared with what! 
is ordinary in the world ; and believe 
that the characters of others may be 
transformed powerfully and swiftly, as 
with the breath of the Almighty. 

The great power that we have de-: 
scribed as existing in the heavens, cannot ; 
begin to operate on the world, fur want; 
of good conductors, till there as faith in! 
the world that apprehends this power, | 
and sees what God can do—taith that: 
looks upward to the resources of God.— 
There must be a begiuning of the faith 
of miracles iu regard to character. Faith 
of miracles in regard to the budy is im- 
portant, but fur less important than in 
regard to the soul and the understanding. 
We must look up, and encourage our- | 
selves in this faith. We will not allow 
vurselves to be resisted, and held at bay 
for a long time by unbelief—trying first 
one way and then another, and going on 
blindly. We will fall back on tne eter- 
nal lite aud grace that are in Christ | 
Jesus. He will regenerate us; and m 
his name we can say to this mountain, 
Begone, and it shall go. 

We must be able to turn off work rap-- 
idly in operations on character. We: 
must have faith first in regard to our- | 
selves, and that will grow into faith in’ 








| asin, 





tupsed to and tru, and carried about by every wind 
dt is woudertul to see what courage and uf doctrine.’ But as members of a sucial body— 
power luau luay alialn by syuipaily.-— of a luvmg family, touching vne another in'a 
A. popular eX tuuslasia Will trausivrta peo-° Uousand particulars, and where conflictung opin- 
pie alinust luiracuivusiy, in war, it by ions are hable to ariwe about matters of daily 
Lue enilusiasla of DUvers Lhat idividu-! occurrence, a flexible, yielding disposition is im- 
als ure turced to heroic deeds. ‘l'une reat ‘dippensable, in mamtaining unity and love. It 
heart of au army is ke a turnace ; aud | is undoubtedly the crownmg attamment, and the 
every MdiVidUal parlakes vl tue enciusi- greatest lesson we are set to learn; and we may 
We lave ucuess tu tue heart ot be sure that our Father is very patient with ug 
the vld veteraus vt tue king's yuard—the While we have a smecre desire to improve in this 
faith nerves of uli past yeuciutions, direction. How tenderly, and yet huw earnestly 
—Home-L atk. Paul labored with the churches on this point. — 
‘1 beseech yuu that ye walk worthy of the voca. 
tion wherewith ye are called. With all lowliness 
and ieekness, with long sutiering, forbearing one 
another m love; endeavoring to keep the unity of 
“Ne spirit in the bund of peace.’ 

n this discordant world, it is wort refreshing 
to pce » Company of persons gathered in one fam- 
Maplement of trade—tuis ts not lite. ily, ua the full tlow of a life that gives scope to the 
tius DUC & puur avacliuu vi Lie unconsciousness | tastes and genius of all classes, and yet remaining 
Vi Wuluwully ib aWabeled, aud the sauctilics ‘oft one heart and mind. Sach a place is heaven} 
bili siduver Which make 1 worth wile tu be. | ud so it will be where the kingaum of heaven 
comes, 

It 1s, comparatively, am easier matter to agree 
upon pomts vf ductrine, and adopt a system of 
thevlugy, than it is tur a company to harmon. 
ize In Circumstances where they touch each other 


ee a 

Lire.— ‘Lhe mere lapse of years is not life. 
Jo eat, driuk aud seep, tv be expused to 
daikuess aud light; tu pee around in the mill 
vi wablis, aid turn tie mil of wealth; to 
tuake reason vur buuk-keeper, and thought ap 





in ail 


i.uowiedye, truth, we, beauty, goodness, faith, 
divue Cau give Vitaly to tue mechanism of ex- 
Inteuce , le luugu ul muta wrich vibrates 
tuivugl Lue Dedic, she leur whch freshens the 


dry wustes wiihin; the music that brings chid-|" 
Move var; ihe prayer twat calls the future in all the business mevements and dumestic duties 


fivat, the uardsiip wuicd iorces us to struggle ; | of life. The closer we cume together, the greater 
luv auXivly that cuds im trusi—uare the tue! the degree of refinement aud Civilization pecessary , 
nuulloiumeut that euds In veliy.— Chaimers | and asa reward, we gam the more happmess.— 
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adetter of Feb. 23:h, received at Paris, says: 








Unity and happiness are the end, and forbearance 
and flexibility the means. 

This train of thought was started in my own 
mind on hearing a brother remark, at the close of 
@ discussion of an important business project, 


where there was at first considerable conflict of | 


opinion, but entire unanimity in theend : * [ have 
been converted to both sides several times during 
the disenss.on.’ [| thought this was a happy at- 
titude of mind to be in, as to n n-esentials of buaié 
ness matters, and said to myself, It is a good 








thing to be easily cunverted. And yet this need 
not be considered as indicating a changeable char 
acter, that is ewsily ‘tossed about by every wind 
of ductrine, but a8 a state of readimess to 
see and rejoice in the truth, in all directions.— 
The end of Paul’s exhortation is that there may 
be an ‘merease uf the body unto the edifying of 
itseif n luve:’ and certainly such an atustude of 
tuind will tend to chis consummation.—r. H. H. 





Sac: ifices of Fashion, 

There is some seuve in the following obscrva- 
tions which vccur in & communication tu the 
Tribune, signed * A Country Girl,’ who writes in 
favour ut che present fastiun of Avops as allowing | 
wouwn to dispense with the unhealhy weight uf | 
skirts uuey have formerly worn. 

* If future generations du cume to their senses, 
with what horror will they regard the imstruments 
of vurture u ed by their sutfering toremothers, in | 
Lue shape vi corsets, Whalebules, petticuats, no! 
bunnets at all atuiust, ke. lt would seem cht 
the gvadess vi fashiun ts & maliciuus uld lady, who 
tunes & llicluus pleasure in experimenting upon 
tue powers ul chuuralice of which the female lori 
is capable. Aller we have widshapen ourselves 
88 iuuch ws pussibie, We can’t return Lu the classic 
Gveek drapery, ur wlty Simpie and easy mode of: 
Gress, fur il requires & Deauuful torm to set chat 
ou. 

The mischievous effect of whalebunes on the 
form is very little appreciated. Many women 
wul say they could not sit up straight without 
them—they should ‘lai! im two’ if chey left them 
out of their dress. ‘The truth is, they cannot sit 
up straight with them. Lt is impussible wo set 
the slivuiders back, and expand the chest as one 
ought tudv, ina whalebuued waist. Whalebones 
are really worn to make a tight bodice, which has 
ny natural titness to the torm, and would other: 
wise ‘hutch up,’ keep down. Once in the dress, 
they are used to lean vp, and su chey tempt to 
crovkeduess—a huliow chest and round shoulders. 
Let the dvess be loose and suv modeled as not to 
peed whalebones to make it fit, and it is much 
easier to sit up straight withvut them than with 
them.—H. H. 8. 


NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


Foreten.—By the arrival of the screw steamer 
Alps, from Liverpool, we have four days later 
news frum Europe. The treaty between England 
and Persia has been signed. In the Hvuuse of 
Commons on Tuesday the 3d inst., the Govern 
meat was defeated on Mr. Cuobden’s motion 
against the barbarities of the English suldiery of 
Cantumn. A very spirited devate ensued. The 
‘vote stood 263 tor the motion and 247 against it, 
the majority against the govermuent being 16. 
According to usage in case, of such a vote, the 
Miumnstry should vesign: it was no. thought how- 
ever, that Lord Palmerston wouid resign, or dis- 
gelve Parliament at present.—A war is pending 
between Spain and Mexico. The alleged ground 
for this, isa neglect on the part of Mexico to 
indemmufty Spain for murders and robberies com- 
mitted on Spanish subjects by the soldiers of Gen. 
Alvarez the present Cinef of the Mexican Republic. 
Thirty vessels of war, well manned, are already 
aruising in the vicity of Mexico, ready to act 
in case of necessity. 

As to the state of ibings in Cuina, a Hamburg 





“Merchants here have received private news 
from Hong Kong and Singapore by the overland 
mail, of « wost alarming description. The bom- 
bardment and cuntlagration ot Canton had excited 
the Chinese to a yeneral movement aganist all 
Europeans, and the Chinese populace were begin 
Ring to show a courage quite unwonted, and from 
which danger is apprehended. The movement 
was. not contined to Ubma alune, but had become 
Fisib'e at Smgapore. Tue English and German 
fesidents of Singapore have been obliged to arm 
‘themselves against attacks in the streets from 
the inturiated Uhinese, who wete joined by the 
Malays. ’ 

Nicagacua.—By the arrival of the Tennessee 
ia New York on the 20th, we learn that Walker, 





with a force of about 5UU men, is still in posses- 
sion of Rivas, but su surrounded by the Costa 
Ricans as to render his positiun a precarivus one 
—his communications with vutside resvurces of : 
delp being difficult. 


THE CIRCULAR. 





MISCELLANY. 

....Gov. Geary of Kansas has resigned his 
office. Ilia reasuns for so doing, are said to be, a 
failure of the administration of the United States 
to sustain him as was previvusly agreed, with men 
and muney. Ile says he has paid out of his own 
money $12,000 for the :upport of his administra- 
tion. 

...-The navigation of the [fadson River is re- 
sumed, after two weeks suspension en account of 
thick ice formed by the recent cold weather.—- 
Steamers now ,ass regularly between N. Y. city 
and Albany, two or three boats of an evening. 

..--The House of Representatives of the State 
of Verinunt, on Nov. 18th 1856. passed resolutions 
approving of the speech uf Hon. Chas. Sumner in 
the Senate «f the United States, which were for- 
warded to him Feb. 9, 1857. The N. Y. Trib- 
une says, ‘ This is the first time, we believe, that 
one State has thus expressed a solemn official 
approval of the course taken by the Represen- 
tative of another, in a great public crisis.’ 

..--Bayard Taylor’s LOth letter appeared in 
last Wecnesday’s Tribune. He was about 65 deg. 


j north latitude, where the day had only about 


fuur hours and a halfof sunshine. Tle traveled 
sume days with the mercury at 45 degrees below 
zeru. 

....Among the pr.vate libraries in the city of 
New-York, Win. E. Burton’s is vne of the largest. 
It contaims nearly sixteen thousand volumes. 


— 





Suupfiine. 

* Will you please to draw that curtain?’ Yes 
if you wish it, but nut at allon my account. | 
hike the sun, and welcome it into the house alter 
its lung southern tour. See how beautifully it 
pours its yellow golden light upun the floor, gild- 
ing everything with a gemal glory, and making 
even the mutes in the air glisten and dence,— 
Shut vut the sun? | should a» govn think of 
shutting vut a dear friend. I for une like well 
tu get mto his very blaze; | like to feel the sun- 
light pouring over my head aud bathmg all my 
budy, blessing we with a kindly warmth, such as 
you can get from no dusky iru stuve or register. 
lt brings with it a hint of the smell of tlowers, 


and green grass, and the sung v! birds. Shut out 


the sun? Yes, when he gets into his August tem- 
per, when the trees themwelves put on a leafy 
shelter from his tire, then put up your barricades ; 
but now, have we not had could and shadow 
enuugh? For my pact, these tine sprimg mornings, 
I shvuld like a glass house, with not #curtaim m 
il. 





Scraps of Correspondence, 
Edwardsville, lll, March, 10, 1857. 

Dear Circuvar :--Your presence has been 
weicewed for the last eighteen months, and never 
has a invinent spent m your perusal been miss ent, 
or regretted. 4 am guing tu leave my residence 
agam. Whiil you come and iighten my home ? 
1 am a puor schuvi-teacher, aud have nu luemey tu 
pay your expehses > but come, and we will give 
you @ welculme reception, and a youd place, and 
sulmetime send yuu heip in money. 

Very respecttully, R. M. B, 

Aurora, lil., March 10, 1857.—I enclose two 
dollars tur ine Berean and Bible Communism, 
and ten postage stamps for the postage ot the 
same. We rezeive the Circular, and are very 
thankful tur it: it is a suurce uf great pleasure 
aid benefit to us. We ure with you often in 
spirit, and when | lovk at our children and see 
the wickedness they ave learning, and then think 
how many spiritual blessings your children enjoy, 
how much 1 wish that ours could be of ihat 
number. | should feel as though I had given 


them up to the Lord. But the Lord’s will, and not |’ 


mine, be done. 1 know you will receive us if it 
is nght fur us to be with you. I feel a satisfge- 
ton tn confessing Christ, which I never felt before. 
Ll find a great many pieces in the Circetar that 
help me tv understand religion. We hope you 
will send the publications suon, for we hunger 
and thirst after righteousness. We are in 
sympathy with all your movements, and rejvice 
as though we were one of your number. 
Puree L. Owxn. 


From alittle girl, formerly one amcug our child- 
ren. 

Falling Water Mills, March 19, 1857.—I wish 
to write a few lines for the Circular. 1 thank 
God for it. 1 cunfess Christ an earnest believing 
spirit. He does help me when I am in earnest.— 
1 thank God for ali his goodness to me, for he 
says, “ Ask and ye shail receive, seek and ye shall 


| find,” &c. Weread the Bible every day, and I 





believe it does us good, and I like to read it. T 
enjoy my new home: the Potcmac river runs 
along by our house and the mill, I think it isa 
very pleasant place. Yours for improvement, 
Exizapetu HH. Matrory. 





Poetical Findings. 
We confess to a hhhing for poetry, and yet it is 
a rather difficult department, in our paper, to fill. 
Much of that which passes in print for poetry, is 
either trivial or failx to affect oue mind with guod 
ideas, or touch our hearts. What we love and 
watch for in poetry, is sumething unhackneyed 
apd musical, and above all, sincere. What is 
written from the heart goes to the heart. We 
have a fancy to insert a few pieces that we have 
lighted upon in our late reading, the two first by 
women, and so we suspect the third. The fullow- 
ing is copied from the Evening Post, where it is 
introduced with the remark that, ‘ the lines are 
very sitnple, and many hearts will testify to their 
truthfulness.’ 
I’m Growing Old. 
I'm growing old—’tis surely so ; 
Ani yet how short it seems, 
Since 1 was a sportive child, 
Enjoying childish dreams ! 
I cannot see the chauge that comes 
With such an even pace ; 
I murk not when the wriukles fall 
Upon my fading tace. 
I know I’m old, and yet my heart 
ls just as young and gay 
As eer it was befure my locks 
Of bright brown turned to gray. 
I know tuese eyes to other eyes 
Look not se bright and glad 
As once they looked ; and yet ’tis not 
Because my heart's more sad. 
I never watched with purer joy 
The floating clouds aud glowing skies, 
While glistening tears of rapture fill 
These old and fading eyes. 
And when I mark the cheek, where once 
The bright rose used to glow, 
It grieves me not to see instead 
Yue almond crowu my brow. 
I've seen ihe flower grow old and pale, 
And withereua mure than I; 
I’ve seen it lose its every charm, 
Then droop away aud die. 
And then | ve seen it rise again, 
Bright us the beaawug sky, 
And young aud pure aua beautiful— 
Aud felt tuat su shais 1. 
Then what if I am growing old— 
My heart is changeless sul, 
Auu Gud has given we enouga 


This loving heart to fill. 1 


I love tosee the sun go down, 
Aud lengthening siudows throw 
Along the ground, wuile o er my head, 


Thy clouds in crunson glow. j 


I see, beyoud tuvuse gorgeous clouds, 
A couutry bright aud fair, 

Which needs av suu: Gud and the Lamb 
Its lights and beauty ure. 


I seem to hear the woudrous sung 


Redeemed sinne.s sing ; 


Aud my deurt leaps to juin the throng 
To praise the Hieuyeuly King. 

I seem to. hear three cherub boys, 
As hand in hand they go, 

With golden curls ond sunuwy wings, 
Wuose eyes with rapture glow. 

When I was young | called tuem mine-— 
Now Heaven s sweet oues are they ; 

But 1 shall claim my own again, 
Whew | am called away. 


Perhaps, when heaven's bright gate I’ve passed, } 


They'll know trom every other, 

The one who gave them back to God, 
And haste to call me mother. 

O! Iam glad I'm growing old! 
For every day I spend, 

Shall bring me one day nearer that 
Bright day that has no end. 


This isa brave testimuny against old age, af 


‘rejoicing in the promise afar off,’ the spirit as- 
serting itselfagainst its enclosure. But why grow 


old in any sense? There is something for us ing 


Christ and the future, better than that. 

The following from a volume lately published, 
of Mrs. Howe, will strike the reader with its 
nervous energy of diction, and cuntains some 
original thoughts that none but a woman could 
have uttered. Asa statement of the position of 
woman, it suits society ef large, better we appre- 
hend than that which is intruducea by Commu- 


nism : 
Furthermore. 


We, that are held cf you in narrow chains, 
Sought for our, beauty, thro’ our folly raised 












One moment to a barren eminence, 
To drop in dreary nothiogness amased ; 
We, dwarfed to suit the measure of your pride, 
Thwarted in all our pleasures and our powers, 
Have yet @ sad, majestic recompense : 
The dignity of suffering—that is ours. 
The proudest of you lives not hut he wrung 
A woman's unresisting form with pain, 
While the long nurture of your helpless years 
Brought back the bitter childbirth throes agais.. 
We wait upon your fancies, watch your will, 
Study your pleasure, oft with trembling heart .. 
Of the success and glory of your lives 
Ye think it grace to yield the meanest part. 
Ev'n Nature, partial mother, reasons thus : 
“To these the duty, and to those the right ;”* 
Our faithful servie. earns us sufferance, 
But we shall love you in your own despite. 
To you, the thrilling meed of praise belongs, 
To us, the painfuler desert may fall ; 
We touch the brim, where ye exhaust the bowl, 
But where ye pay your due, we yield our all. 
Honor all women—weigh with reverend hand 
The worth of those unproved, or overtried ; 
And, when ye praise the perfect work of One, 
Say not, ye are ashamed in her, but glorified. 


The next piece has on it the stamp of genwine-. 


ness—no idle words, but the real coinage of the 
heart, We can believe what this writer says, for 
he writes as one whose vision has been cleareé 
by the discipline he describes: 
G‘impser. 
One who hath gone down but lately 
To the brink of those dark waters, 
That from things unseen. divide us, 
Unto faith has added knowledge,— 
Knowledge how the soul asserteth 
Over clay divine domiaion ; 
How the spirit groweth stronger 
As the conflict groweth sharper ; 
And when dear familiar faces 
In the deepening mist have vanished, 
How the Father draweth nearer, 
And reveals himself in mercy; 
Having heard the prayer repeated 
That his Son breathed in the garden, 
Heard the trembling flesh outcrying,. 
* Father, let this cup pass from me * 
Heard the kneeling spirit striving 
That sublimer part to whisper, 
« Not my will but thine, O Father !” 
Now he sends the helping angels, 
As of old unto the Master. 
Entering the cloud with anguish, 
Earthly friends stood close beside me, 
Friends most faithful and heroic, 
Thinking only of my trial, 
And my bitter need of helping. 
Very close they walked beside me, - 
Till the way became too narrow, 
Only meant for single treading ! 


3 With brief shudder, looking forward, 


I let go the hands that held me, 
And stepped out into the darkness 
Then with Love Divine upholding, 


7 I stood calin upon the margin 


Of the darkly flowing river ; 
Heard the dashing of the waters ; 


} Looked scross, and caught some glimpses. 


Of that other shore eterna! ; 

Glimpses faint, but they have shown me 

Something of the life immortal ! 

Ay! and they have shown me also 

Something of the life now present. 

In the light that was reftected 

From that other shore eternal, 

O, how poor looked worldly striving ! 

Worse than poor, our vain contentions, _ 

All our arrogant opinions, 

Our conceit and our self seeking ! 

But the things that we call simple— 

Earnest, loving, faithful doing, 

Quiet trusting, sweet resigning. 

Cheerful living, calm enduring— 

Were invested with a glory, 

With a beauty and a meaning, 

That is never comprebended 

" Till we fee) the earth is sinking, 

Leaving us alone with spirit. 

Other golden glimpses cheered me . 

As the shadows closed abotit nte,— _ 

Cheered me with their starty ftces, 

ings brighter in the darknesif, ~ 

Bright and beautiful revealings =~ 

Of the tenderness that lieta 

In the heart's interior chamber ; 

Bright revealings.of the sweetness 

And the worth-of loving-kindness; . 

And of sympathy that waiteth, 

Like the stars, for light to vanish, | 

Then, like angel host, encampeth 

Round about the soul that fainteth, 

For those friends who stood beside me, ., 

In that dark and fearful hour, 

I can only say, God love them! 

And return to them in blessing, 

What they gave in. sweet compassion t/ 

8 and, U Father, very near them ! 

Give to them thy peace forever ! i 
Monthly Religious Magasine.. 


_—— 














The Bellever’s Refuge. 

There isan apparent incongruity, and to the 
mind of unbeli«f,’an impossibility even, in ac- 
knowledging current goodness in us iv the face 
and eyes of co-existing faulte. Nevertheless 
to do this ig the secret of faith, and without it 
there can be no hope of our salvation. The 
faith and confession which introduces the be- 
liever to Christ at the outset, it is true, devel- 
opes the righteousness of God in his heart ; 
but the condition of things is such that the 
same process of faith and confession has to be 
repeated over and over again. It is only 
when we are delivered from temptation that we 
shall be delivered from the necessity of recur- 
ring to the fundamental principles of our »al- 
vation ; and that, to say the least, will not be 
for some time to come. What are these fun- 
damental principles? Answer: A recognition 
and acknowledgment of our oneness with Chris ; 
or in other words, confessing Christ in the 
place of selfishness To do this in the teeth of 
conscious imperfections of character, and an 
unsatisfactory experience, requires the exer- 
cise of faith which savors of audacity. It is 
nevertheless essential ; not only to the young 
sonvert in holiness, but also to the more ex- 
perienced believer. 

Paul prayed for Philemon, (ver. 6,) that 
the communication of his faith might become 
effectual. How? ‘By the acknowledging of 
every good thing which was in :im in Christ 
Jesus.’ One thing is certain, there is no 
goodness in us by ourselves ; and no system of 
philosophy, or morality, or catalogue of ‘ good 
works’ can make it so, But Christ is all good- 
ness, and the only possible medium of goodness 
to the world; and Christ is in us, and it re- 
mains for us to acknowledge him in our works 
and experieace. In this way his goodness be- 
comes ours. ‘This is the presumption of faith 

Self condemnation is au evil thing always, 
while confidence in Christ isevery thing. ‘ Hav- 
ing therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into 
the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new 
and living way, which he hath consecrated for 
us, through the vail, that is to say, bis flesh ; 
and having a high priest over the house of 
God ; let us draw near with a true heart in 
full assurance of faith, having our hearts 
sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bod- 
ies washed with puro water. Let us hold fast 
the profession of our faith without wavering ; 
for he is faithful that promised. * * * 
Cast not away therefore your confidence which 
hath great recompens? of reward. For ye 
have need of patience, that, after ye hive done 
the will of God, ye might receive the promise.’ 
Heb. 10: 19—23, 35, 36. It is by the faith- 
recognition of such precious promises ax these, 
that the believer finds a secure hidinz-place 
against the fiery darts of the wicked one. 


—H. W. B. 





Treatment of school Children. 

The Springfield Republican of March 14th, con- 
tains the synopsis of a lecture recently delivered 
by E. E. Bradshaw, in Charlestown, Mass.,on the 
subject of overcrowding children in their studies, 
and restricting them in their exercise in the open 
air. which commends itself to our judgment.— 
The following is a transcript : 

He ( Mr. Bradshaw) related various instances in 
which the health aad lives of children were sacri- 
ficed to the ambition of teachers, that they might 
make a fine show at theexhibitions. This over- 
working he declared to be acommon thing in 
achuole, especially among smart children, who be 
come eo evertaxed by the tasks imposed upon 
them that febrile diseases are induced, and, some- 
times, diseases merging in setni-idiocy. - Consump- 
tion is a common result of this over- workin: of 
the mind, along with the concurrent neglect of 
phvsical exercises. Of sixteen who entered a 
certain high school, only nine graduated; the 
others had to leave ihe school to save themselves 
from being educated to death. The lecturer quo 
ted the well known Dr. Brigham to show that 
premature mental capacity in children is very 
often asymptom of physical disorder. In the 
ease of pupils at high schools, the lecturer declared 
that the demands made upon their memory, in the 
shape of study, were such as entirely preclude ex- 
ercise. Along with this study, girls have to ac: 

uire other accomplishments, and are obliged to 
} oad upon the piano when they should be in the 
fiel’s. Mr. Bradshaw made a strong appeal to 
parents to set their faces against this stuffing of 
the brain and starving of the physical system;. 
“for no fact,” he said, “could be plainer than 


this one—that death. and disease, and sorrow, 
and guilt, are involved in the system of manage- 
ment of the public schools. Five years more of 
such management, and school houses may be 
called slaughter houses, and the skull and cross: 
bones placed over their doors.” 

The concluding comments on the above, by the 
Editor of the Republican are as follows : 

We should all remember this fact,—that edu 
cation, at the expense of the best physical devel- 
opment and at the sacrifice of health, is of no use 
to the owner. A sound bod is a leading con 
dition of happiness and usefulness. This should 
be secured at any rate—even at the sacrifice of 
all the less essential accomplishments. It is 
not what a man is, in this world, that gives him 
position and power—it is what he does and can 
do. A mar may be a very encyclopedia of knowl- 
dege and an epitome of accomplishments, and be 
as miserable in himself as he is insignificant in 
the world. The men who have moved and shaken 
the world have mostly been those who were dull 
scholars, and matured slowly. What we need 
in our educational system, is, that the public 
mind should be often turned to the absolute ne- 
cessity of more attention to the physical develop- 
ment of children. We should look with suspicion 
always upon the very rapid progress of a child, 
and especially upon unusual absorption in study 
and indisposition to exercise the body. A perfect 
education involves the co-ordinate developments 
of every faculty. physical as well as mental. 
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NEW INTERPRETATION OF A TEXT. 
‘A bruised reed shall he not break, and 

sinoking flax shall he not. quench, till he 

send forth judgment unto victory.’— 

Matt. 12: 20. This text is commonly 

understood as describing the gentleness 

and mercy of Christ toward the tender- 
hearted and all who have the least desire 
to seek him. But it is evidently only an 
ingenious figure to illustrate what was 
said about Christ in the verse preceeding: 

‘He shall not strive nor cry, neither shall 

any man hear his voice in the streets.’— 

That is, he should walk so softly, so stealth- 

ily as it were, that flax which only smoked 

sheuld not be quenched under his feet, 
and a reed half-broken should not be sev- 
ered by his tread. This is certainly very 
descriptive of Christ’s career on the earth. 

‘Not as a conqueror he came—not with 

the note of the stirring dru:n, and the 

trumpet that sounds of fame.’ He per- 
formed his mission as quietly and ob- 
scurely as possible. Consider what he 

did, and yet how little he disturbed the 

surface of human affuirs. He hid the 

leaven that was to renovate the world, 
and did it unnoticed. He sowed the 
seeds of reform which the revolution of 
centuries is still developing, and then he 
seemed to drop into the ground himself 
as one that had done nothing. Undoubt- 
edly it is his favorite policy still, to effect 
his purposes by silent operations—to 
shun ostentation and that discovery of 
himself which would promote opposition. 
—H. H. 8. 
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HAPPINESS THE OBJECT OF DISCIPLINE, 

It is a great attainment to receive 
chastisement from the hand of the Lord 
as a means of turning our hearts to him ; 
but we tuust not stop here, with the idea 
that this is his only means of drawing us 
to himseif, God’s object in chastening 
and afflicting us, is to soften our hearts 
and bring us into a chronic state of obedi- 
ence to his will ; and so soon as this ob- 
ject is attained, it is his delight to shower 
down happiness upon us, and so win us 
into fellowship by his unbounded love 
and generosity. When our hearts are obe- 
dient and soft, the goodness and blessings 
which God bestows upon us, call forth 
an involuntary tribute of praise and 
thanksgiving. We feel that he is indeed 
the fountain of all good, the source of 
joy and the God of love. It is unjust to- 
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being who is continually holding the rod 
over his children, ready to let it fall for 
every offence. We have proved that he 
is long-suffering and forbearing with us, 
and often when we have prayed for ex- 
perience that would bring us into more 
unity with himself—instead of receiving 
the crucifying discipline which we antici- 
pated, we have been surprised by some 
new token of his love, causing our hearts 
to melt with gratitude into that unity 
for which we prayed. We are sure that 
God does not willingly afflict us, and be- 
lieve that he rejoices to have us in a state 
where he can discipline us with happiness 
instead of suffering ; and where all the 
blessings he bestows upon us will bind us 
more closey tohim. In this state we 
can say, ‘neither hight nor depth,’ tribu- 
lation nor joy, shall be able to separate us 
from the love of Gud.—s. c. H. 


FAITHFULNESS, 

In the course of a criticism of one of 
our number the other evening, the prin- 
ciple of faithfulness was touched upon, 
which struck me rather forcibly ; viz., 
that whatever we had to do, whether to 
our taste or not, should be done faithfully 
—that it was a good habit, reflecting 
good upon our own souls, as indeed every 
act of self-denial invariably does. 

This principle is highly commended in 
the word of God. In Deut. 7: 9, the 
Lord himself is entitled ‘The faithful 
God, who keepeth covenant.’ (And does 
he not ?) In Rev. 19: 11, ‘ He that sat 
upon the white horse was called faithful 
and true:’ also 17: 14, ‘they that are 
with him are called, anc chosen, and 
faithful’ Again, ‘he that is faithful in 
the least, is faithful also in much,’ are 
our Lord’s own words; and nothing 
is more emphatically true. What an 
amount of evil may not be traced to mere 
want of faithfulness. While, on the 
other hand, how much of good has been 
owing to the opposite principle. It seems 
to be the basis of all excellency, highly 
serviceable to all concerned. Especially 
so, will it be found, in a Community like 
this, where there is so much freedom, and 
so much left to each one’s sense of what is 
right. Inactive operation throughout a 
body like this, its tendency is to produce 
social harmony of the most gratifying 
kind, and of course, prosperity. 

The Lord give us grace to cultivate 
this beautiful attribute of His with all 
diligevce. As surely as charity seeketh 
not her own, it will be faithful, ‘even 
unto death.’—Rr. 8. D. 


THE SPIRIT OF FREEDOM. 

I have to thank God for a new experi- 
ence the past week. He has given me 
a spirit of freedom, which I have not en- 
joyed in so great a degree for many years. 
I receive it as a heavenly yift, and return 
thanks to the glorious Giver. ‘Whom 
the Son maketh free, is free indeed’—free 
from the bondage of fear, bashfulneagy 
discouragement, discontent, evil-thinking, 
&ec. ; free to avoid evil in every form, and 
embrace all good. Without the spirit of 
freedom we cannot be happy, and please 
God and ourselves, This experience has 
led me to reflect on such passages as these: 
‘If ye continue in my word, (said Christ,) 
then are ye my disciples indeed, and ye 
shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free.’ ‘If ye be led by the 
Spirit, ye are not under the law,’ ‘ Jeru- 
salem which is above is free, which is 








freely apply to our mother for support, 
and strength, and happiness, when she 
is so superior to all earthly parents, and 
so freely invites us ? Paul says, ‘ Let us 
stand fast in the liberty wherwith Christ 
hath made us free, and be nvt entangled 
again with the yoke of bondage.’ 1 earn- 
estly desire to give heed to this advice, 
and confess Christ my ability to do so. 
I realize that God is a bountiful giver, 
and is ready to bestow his blessings upon 
us as fast as we can rightly use them. I 
am beginning to see how much he has in 
store for us, and how he desires to make 
us perfectly happy.—z. P. K. 


LIFE AND REST IN CHRIST, 

While busily engaged on one occasion 
in performing a task which it was neces- 
sary to finish, as 1 began to feel weary 
and desired to leave it, this passage came 
to my mind with life and power : ‘ Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday, to-day and 
forever.” I felt that his life was fresh 
and new—ever buoyant and active, never 
weary in well doing—and wat conscious 
of that same life in myself. The effect 
was immediate. All weariness and 
fatigue vanished, and my task was com- 
pleted with much pleasure and enjoyment. 

Christ says ‘ come unto me all ye that 
labor and are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest. He will give his life which 
is immortal, and equefly efficient to im- 
part strength and health to both soul 
aud body. He is never faint-hearted or 
discouraged, for he has overcome all prin- 
cipalities and powers—has conquered all 
the evils and obstructions that may lie 
in our path, He was tempted in all 
points as we are, and knows how to xuc- 
cor those that are tempted. Another 
comforting promise is this: * What things 
soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe 
that ye receive them, and ye shall have 
them.’ Instead of being discouraged aud 
cast down, because of the seeming defi- 
ciency of some particular attainment de- 
sirable, or some happiness wished for, 
believe that ye receive it, and ye shall 
have it. As we have Christ in our hearts, 
we have the germ of all excellence, 
beauty and goodness. For he is ‘ chief- 
est among ten thousand, and the one al- 
together lovely.” He is a never failing 
resource to all who put their trust in 
himi.—M, E, K. 


HELP ONE ANOTHER, 


I was much interested by a conver- 
sation | had with Mrs. C. this morning, 
She said, ‘I want encourage Mr, §, 
al] I can. for I think he has a good sharo 
of patience. Our aged people stand in 
the freut ranks of the fiercest contest 
with death; and if they give up, the 
young certainly will, The old have been 
tried, and have nothing to depend on but 
Christ, while the young are tempted to 
clinz to their youth. Not one of our 
aged people have died, since the torma- 
tion of our Association.’ I appreciate 
the force of this truth, and the value of 
such testimony, coming as it did from 
such a source, she being one of our oldest 
persons and somewhat infirm, Her solici- 
tude for the cause is truly praiseworthy, 
to say nothing of the self-denial she has 
endured for the truth’s sake, in what 
she has voluntarily given up of friends, 
and the favor of the world. God, who is 
not slack concerning his promises, will 
not be, neither is he, unmindful of our 
aged people. The young, as they value 
their own salvation, should help the aged 
in this fight of faith, girding themselves 
with truth, and adorning themselves with 
modesty and meekness, 

These thoughts remind me of the 
modesty and faith of David, who went 
forth m the meckness and courage of 
Israel’s God, against the giant of the 
Philistines. We have to encounter not 
the king of a single nation only, but the 
giant ‘king of terrors’ to all nations. — 
Yet courage becometh us, for he ‘is the 
vanquished foe of our leader, who is * King 








the mother of us all.’ Should we not 


of kings, and Lord of Lords.’—k. a. 8. 
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